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EMBASSY OIF' GREECE
ECONOMiC & CO'~IMERCIAl OFFICE

Washington D.C. March 30,2001

Ref. No. F. 2041/B/420

Dr .Li:§a F erguson

Anim~L1 and Plant H~lth Inspection Service

Veterinary Se{Vices
ImpoI1t and Export Animals Staff

4700 ]~j'Ver Road, Unit 39

Riverclale, "MD 20737-1231

Dear "Dr. F erguson,

This letter responds to the need of your Service as to what measW'eS
have been 1aken by the Greek Government in order to prevent the introduction of the
Foot ;md Mouth disease virus into Greece. These measures are composed of both
protective measures for' intra-community trade taken by the European Commission and
supplementary safeguard and control measures taken by the Greek MimB1ry of
AgriCILltW"e. The list of measures are referred to the attached notice of the Ministry (1
undenltand that you have already received from other sources the decisions concerning
the four affected counties). As you know Greece has been declared and regained its
previously n:cogni7.ed status of FMD free country. where vaccination is not practiced, by
the World Organization of Animal Health (Ol.E.) since February 2.2001.

Moleover~ reganling the re.evaluation of the proposed measures for
the dairy sector by yom Scrvicc~ I would like to assure you that the practices which the
Greek producers are applying for the production of the imported into the U.S. hard and
soft cheese$, inactivate and des1roy the virus. These are the following;

Feta and yellow hmi cheeses (kasseri. kefalotyri. graviera, kcfalograviera): Thc milk
is pasteurized at 7~ C. After the addition of the acid cultu:re and the rennet, the
p!1)duced curd (without the retained whey) is put into barrels with brine (for feta) or
in a open air or ventilated and cool environment (for yellow hard cheeses). where
they are feIDlented fl)r 2 to 4 months. The PH of the final product is below 6.
SOlft cheeses (mizi~ anthotyro, manouri) are produced from the whey ~ by-product
of feta., which is heat treated at 9rc.

11~ you very mUj::h for your kind cooperation. Please do not hesitate to contact me
if you need any assistance. ;.~ .~. ..
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Geras~;imos Lazaris

(enclosed: 3 pages)
2211 MA~jSACHUSETTS AVE., I!I.W. WASHINGTON D.C., 20008 USA. TEL:(202)3322844 FAX:(202IJ28310S
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In order to prE~"ent or at least rl'1inimize the above ri$k , the Directorate
General of \le1erinary Services. Greek MinistIY of Agriculture, has put into

force a number of supplementary safeguard and coTItrol measures as

follows:
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countries and heading to Kosovo tt'lrough thc seaport and airport of

Thessaloniki.

3.3 By our circular letter .Be1- ~o 344864/06.03.2001 to the Civil Aviation
Authority. and Customs Services of "Hellenikol1" and ..Macedonia ..

alrpon:s directions were given tO inform travelers and apply precaution
control measures for the prevention of introduction of FMD vi~us via
food or other animal products carried in passengers" personal luggage-

3.4 By our ciroular letter R~t- ~o 344868l08.03,2001 to the country's
Regional Veterinary Services, trade and purchase of live animals by
dealers was temporarily bar'1ned and additional direction$ were
provided as regards The movement of live animalS within the country.

In the sarrl-~ lener we ha'Je eStablished the ob fig arlon of adVaJlce
notification and permission issuing frolT1 the Directorate General of
Veterinary Services, Greek Ministry of Agriculture, prior to the
consignment of li\le animals from any member state to Greece.ln tni$
way a n,odicum of control can be exercised according to the country of
origin and the pcrcei\led sanitary risk .

3.5 By our circular letter R~f ~o-34487"09.03.2001 to the Border
InspeCtion Posts, orders have been given for strict aJ)d systematic
inspections 01 all \i"e animal consignments imported from third
countries I including accomparlying documentation, identity and
physical inf~ection as well as laboratory examination.

3.6 By our circu'ar letter Ref No 3448§.9/14-03,200J to all Veterinary
Services. all consignments of live animals from France to Greece after
February the 211d 2001 were specifically identified and a 'thorough
c;linical and laboratory inspection was ordered to ex dude 1he possibility
of infection.

'n t"e light of subSeQuent evolution. $imilar tracing and checks were
carried out in animals dispatc:lled by other member states a1teCled by
FMD.

3.7 Finally by our circular letter R~t No 3~2~3g/26.Q3,2001 addressed to
Customs and Veterinary Se/Vices of the ports of Patra and 19oumenitsa
specific instructions were given to the effect of pre-notification and
systematic; documentary and identity cheCks of all incoming
(X)nsignments of live animals and produCts of animal origi" dispa"t(:hed
from the Netherlands, Ireland and France in particular -

Date Of such c;on5ignments is to be properly recorded on a daily basis
tor rea9ons of traceability. should the need arises-

The Greek Veterinary Services. in the light of the e~periel1ce gained by the
successful fight against FMD in our country, follow closely the sit~atjon anQ
will adop~ applieable safeguard and control measures as appropriate.
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FOOT AND MOUTN olsEASE I~ GREECE
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